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You will travel through the valleys of Haut-Béarn. You will become
familiar with a rich and delicate Nature and learn the eventful history of
the rocks, some are 450 million years old. The surrounding flora and
fauna are the heritage of ancestral living species, sometimes preserved
in the form of fossils in the stones...
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Nature will have a new friend in you! You will respect the cleanliness of
the premises by bringing back your waste and you will close the barriers
to protect livestock. You will refrain from bringing your dog into a
pastoral area and make sure to keep clean the cabins left open by the
shepherds. Avoid taking samples at geological and botanical sites.
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Choose a circuit suited to your physical abilities. A solid breakfast and
a good snack will prevent you from any cravings. Drink water regularly,
have sufficient reserve; avoid stream water which may contain bacteria.
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Leave early to avoid extreme heat, protect yourself (hat, cream,
sunglasses, waterproof wind breaker, warm clothes). Walking shoes are
essential and a good stick will do well. Refrain from provoking the dogs
in approaching the herds. Do not venture in uncertain weather:storms
and fog are to be feared in the mountains.

Do not leave alone and inform a loved one (route and time of
probable return). In the mountains, the cellular phone is often off-grid:
stay on marked paths. When in difficulty turn back towards familiar and
safe terrain. The minimal base map required is the IGN map at
1/25,000, and have a good practice in reading it.The hiking GPS loaded
with maps, tracks, batteries are a good support.

Traces for download are available to you here:
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The wash-house and the fountain

Saint Peter's Square
Located outside the Roman ramparts

TO DISCOVER

In a loop from the Oloron station, discover the heritage
buildings through the eyes of a geologist, from the
richness of geology to the use of materials

The station area

This area was developed with the
opening of the Oloron station in 1883:
creation of the public garden,
hydraulic-powered textile industries, |
and avenues lined with large "Art 4
Deco" villas.

Water town, wash-houses .... This §&
neighbourhood has a fountain with
white gargoyles; in the wash-house, the
laundry was beaten on the gray Arudy
stone, the floor is made of limestone
slabs*, the walls of shales.*.

A The stones of Notre-Dame

The original design of the Notre-Dame
Church is to have an architecture
decorated with ornamental stones of
two shades: dark gray and light gray. _
Coming from the Arudy quarries, these SSSSE2S
rocks were deposited around -120 myr ¥ 258
ago in a warm, shallow sea.

(5th century), this square was in the
Middle Ages a place of food crops:
wheat, vines... In 1287, it was the seat
of festivities linked to the marriage
between the King of Aragon and the
daughter of the King of England.

6 The history of Rue Louis Barthou
This street, opened by the

Superintendant of Etigny in 1733, joins
the road to Spain without going up the
hill of Ste-Croix. It became the most
active of the commercial streets of
Oloron. The Caisse d'Epargne, an
imposing building made of Arudy stone,
was inaugurated there in 1900.

myr: Millions years
* consult the geology glossary:

www.geolval.fr/index.php/geotrain/903-le-glossaire-de-geologie




CIRCUIT DESCRIPTION

From the Oloron station (& ), and at the round-about,
turn left onto Avenue du 4 Septembre. Take the first
street on the right, Rue du Gouverneur Général Bordes

(@).

At the end of the street, turn left and go up Rue de
Rocgrand. Shortly before the end of the street, enter an
alley to the right which goes down then passes under
the departmental road veering towards the left. Cross
the park via a path, then cross over the railway bridge
over the Gave d'Oloron on the right.

At the end, take a staircase to the right and continue to
the right until you reach a small square with an old wash-
house on the left ( @). Continue straight ahead via Rue
des Fontaines, then via Rue Camou, crossing the D6
departmental road.

Further on, leave a junction on the right and join the D9.
Turn right then, at the pedestrian crossing, take the
stairs on the right into a small lane.

In front of the town hall building, turn left, cross a
' ; square and continue straight towards Place Gambetta

where a detour is possible via the Notre-Dame Church
( 2 ). Go down along the square and continue on the
N134. Cross over the Gave d'Ossau bridge
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Biscondau stairs. Take Promenade Bellevue straight
- ahead, then left until you reach the Sainte-Croix Church.
e, . ~WR%, ». Continue towards Place Saint-Pierre (€}), go around on
e = £ W7 i ‘ f p : N\ the left then retrace your steps towards the church.
Turn left into a dead end which corresponds to
Promenade Bellevue. Further on, take the stairs on the
left and reach Rue Labarrague straight on.

Turn right, pass in front of the Saint-Joseph College, then
turn right on to Rue Palou. At the end of the street, turn
right ({3) and join the N134.

Turn left, cross over the bridge over the Gave d'Aspe and
continue straight; leave the public garden on the left.
Find the station ( 2 ) via Avenue Sadi Carnot.
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